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St. Martha Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdalene, St. John of  the Cross, St. Dominic 

Board of  Directors 

President: 
Mark Halleck 

VP Vocations: 
Donna Rueby 

VP Membership: 
Sandie Taylor 

VP Programs/Hospitality: 
  Programs:    Gary Estess 
  Hospitality: Diddy Muck 

VP Communications: 
        Mary Lou Purello 
Treasurer: 

Bob Sponaugle 
Secretary: 

Jim Stevens 
Chaplain: 

Father Felix Osasona 
Past President: 

Melia Reed 

Trustees: 
Charlie Garland 

Arlane Sponaugle 
Shalom Rep:  Doug Reed 
Newsletter: Mary Lou Purello 

Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston

Monthly Meeting: 
 Monday, May 24, zoom at 6:30 p.m.    

Guest speaker 
Peter Sloan, President of Archangel 

Airborne 

THANK YOU!  
Bruce Farmer has accepted the role as President-Elect 
Sandie Taylor- the nominee as VP of  Vocations 
Lisa Field - the nominee as VP of  Membership 
Jane Doherty - the nominee as VP of  Communication 
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A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, FATHER FELIX 

Father Felix

CHRIST GIVES MEANING TO OUR EXISTENCE 

If  I were to say “Happy Easter” to someone now, the person might think I am probably 
crazy. For many in the world, Easter was a day event that was celebrated on the 4th of  
April this year. However, for us Catholics, Easter is more than a day’s event, it is a season 
that spans fifty days and ends on Pentecost Sunday which is May 23rd this year. Every day 
of  Easter, the Lord Jesus reveals himself  to us in a more intimate way, helping us to clear 
our doubts, and fears about his resurrection. The truth is that like the apostles and disciples 
of  Jesus, many of  us oscillate between faith and doubt every day. Many a time we are like 
St. Thomas the Apostle who wanted to see before believing that Jesus had risen from the 
dead. The Lord in his gentle way, finds ways to draw us to faith by revealing himself  to us.  

A young parishioner asked me a question a few weeks ago as I was entering the sacristy after Mass. The boy 
would have been ten or eleven years old. He spoke to me in Spanish asking the question: “Why live when one is 
going to die?” Even though I had another appointment to meet that afternoon, I could not dismiss the boy 
immediately without offering him an answer. I marveled at the boy’s intelligence because that was a deep and 
philosophical question. I was also scared wondering in my mind what would have prompted the question. I asked 
the boy if  he believed that God created him to which he responded in the affirmative. I told him about Jesus, the 
Son of  God who came into the world to give meaning to our existence. Jesus went about doing good (Acts 10:38) 
and we who follow him are called to do the same. When we wake up and could breathe, we know that God still 
has something for us to do in the world.  

The pandemic has brought about lots of  suffering and deaths in our world, many are yet to recover from loss of  
jobs, many students are still studying virtually, and families and friends are still not able to gather without fear of  
contracting the virus. Every day in the news is a report of  accidents, shootings, killings, and avoidable sufferings. 
These and other issues were behind the question of  the boy.  Life could throw a curveball at us, but that is not 
enough to make us question why we are here in the first place. St. Paul says, nothing can separate us from the 
love of  God (Romans 8:31).  

We pray the prayer of  victory:  

May the Lord answer you when you are in trouble! 
May the God of  Jacob protect you! 
May he send you help from his Temple and give you aid from Mount Zion. 
May he accept all your offerings and be pleased with all your sacrifices. 
May he give you what you desire and make all your plans succeed. 

(Psalm 20: 1-4 from Break Through, The Bible for Young Catholics
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On behalf  of  the entire Serra Club Northeast of  Houston, I want to express my 
gratitude to Bruce Farmer, Jane Doherty, and Lisa Field for 
accepting the roles to the Board of  Trustee positions for which they 
were each nominated (and elected). Our little club does amazing 
work and the injection of  new ideas and talent from our members is 
crucial to our continued success. Thank you for accepting these 
responsibilities.   

In addition, I want to thank Donna Rueby, Sandie Taylor and Mary 
Lou Purello for all that they have done and will continue to do for our club in their 
somewhat varied roles.  I know I speak for the entire club when I say that your 
commitment and effort on behalf  of  the Religious we serve and Vocations in general 
is truly inspiring. 

On another note… 

Have you heard about the TV series called “The Chosen”?   The series is currently 
in the second of  either seven or eight planned seasons and is being both funded and 
distributed in uniquely different manner than any other series. Some might say the 
methodology (and content) is divinely inspired. At the time of  this writing there have 
been over 131 Million viewers around the world, and if  you download the App you can watch the 
number grow before your very eyes. 

I hope you (and the entire world) will watch the series. From what I have seen so far it provides a very 
human portrayal of  Jesus, his disciples and his ministry while closely following Biblical accounts.  
There is some artistic license in the depiction of  events that are not documented in the Gospel 
writings, but one can easily imagine these events occurring during Jesus’ ministry.  These events 
generally evolve around the daily life of  Jesus and the disciples between the significant events depicted 
in the Bible.   

The cost to watch the series can vary depending on which medium you use to view it, but it is free if  
you use the App and use screen mirroring from your phone (or other device) to watch it on your 
“Smart” Television.   

Funding for the series isn’t being done by traditional means for various and somewhat predictable 
reasons.  Viewers can choose to assist in funding future episode production and distribution by 
voluntarily “paying it forward” which can also be done through the App. If  you choose to do so, it is 
another way for each of  us to contribute to spreading the good news of  Our Lord and Savior. 

“The Chosen” is a phenomenon that has the potential to deliver the good news to billions who may 
have little or no knowledge of  Jesus’ historical or spiritual significance.  It is my hope that the series 
will both continue through the funding of  followers and believers, that it will be divinely inspired and 
that everyone who so desires will have a chance to view it.  It is a message our world desperately 
needs. 

A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, MARK HALLECK 

Mark
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I HAVE CONCLUDED THAT GOD HAS CALLED ME TO BE A PRIEST 

Serrans who attended the April 26 monthly meeting were so pleased to 
hear from Seminarian Zachary Muldrow.  Zachary’s faith story is a 
little unusual as his call from the Lord came early in his life.  Zachary’s 
family is originally from Crosby TX and he has three sisters.  One sister is 
studying to be a veterinarian, the second is married and the third hopes to 

play professional volleyball. In high school Zachary played in the band and was involved in theatre.   
  
The intellectual side took precedence over the creative side and Zachary was sure he wanted to be a 
lawyer or history teacher.  During Confirmation preparation he realized he knew nothing about his 
faith and this led him to a desire to learn. He questioned himself, and wondered what did he want 
to do with his life and what did God want him  to do?  At his home parish he began to notice the 
JOY exhibited in priests, and he wondered  why they seemed so joyful, and so his journey began.  
Even though he was only 14 at the time, and other participants were 18, he started going to retreats 
and the Discover the Road Less Traveled meetings at St. Mary’s Seminary.   The summer before his senior 
year, he was sure of  God’s call and was determined to discern becoming a priest.   Even though it was 
not easy to give up band, theatre and Boy Scouts, he felt the strong love of  God and his call to 
priesthood. His acceptance to the seminary was a time of  great joy for him. 

Zachary entered the seminary and while at the Holy Trinity Seminary, he attended the University of  
Dallas and became exposed to philosophy and this subject was fascinating to him.  He wanted to learn 
more and more.  After studies in Irving and Nebraska, he came home to St. Mary’s Seminary and 
came in contact with priests that LOVE THEIR PRIESTHOOD.  

His time at St. Martha has been a great learning experience for him. There were rewards and 
challenges at the same time. He feels blessed that he had so many opportunities to be involved fully 
with the work of  the parish.  He has worked with couples as part of  marriage preparation and has 
had a great involvement with the students at the school. 

His challenge for us is to be aware of  the universal call for holiness.  Each of  us should make an effort 
to be better day by day.  Relationship with God is the first piece of  the puzzle.  Prayer is the 
answer. 

Zachary loves learning…this quest never ends…so much to learn…Canon law is a big part of  his 
desire to learn more and more.  

MONTHLY MEETING 
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SPIRITUAL BOUQUET 

Jim and Jennifer Stevens worked hard collecting 
prayer intentions from each of  us and produced 
a beautiful card with Donna Rueby’s artwork to 
send to each of  these recipients.   
A big thank you to the Stevens and all who 
worked on this project and to all who responded 
by adding their intentions to this effort.  It is 
greatly appreciated.

Spiritual Bouquet Card 

Cover - original artwork by Donna Rueby
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Vocation Prayer Contest News.   The winners are announced!

Donna Rueby and her team had the difficult task of  reviewing prayers written by the students at St. Mary Magdalene and 
St. Martha, but were able to select the winning contributions.  Each student that entered the contest received two small 
prayer cards with first place winning prayer written on the back and a picture of  one of  the seminarians on the front.  
The winning students received a  certificate acknowledging their winning efforts as well as a small prize, a prayer card 
with a picture of  a seminarian on the front and the winning prayer on the back.  A booklet with all the winning prayers 
was created and given to each church. 
In the next few issues of  Always Forward, a copy of  the winning prayers will be printed for all of  us to enjoy. 

Vocation Prayer  

Loving Father who created the moon and the stars, 
I thank you for making the world. Please send more 

holy men to become priests so we can receive the 
Eucharist and get baptzed. Grant this through Christ 

Our Lord. Amen  

Felix Tower – 3rd Grade St. Martha Catholic School 

Vocation Prayer  

Most Loving Lord, 
I thank you for the gift of  my family and friends. Please 

send more men to be priests so we can have role models in 
our path to heaven. With your guidance these priests can 
help lead us to the sacraments so we can be close to you. 

In God’s name we pray. Amen  

Isabella Dennis – 4th Grade St. Martha Catholic School  

Vocation Prayer  

Loving God, 
Thank you for my family. Thank you for the trees, the 

flowers, my home and my pets. Please send us holy 
men to 

be priests to bring us your sacraments. We ask this 
through Christ Our Lord. Amen  

John Carsey – 1st Grade St. Martha Catholic School  

Vocation Prayer  

Loving God, 
Thank you for giving us your Son, Jesus, so that we could 

have eternal life. Heavenly Father, please send us more holy 
priests so that we can always receive the sacraments 

throughout our lives. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

Felicity Philipp – 2nd Grade St. Martha Catholic School  

Vocation Prayer 

I glorify you God, in all that I do, in my 
mind, body and spirit.  I give my best to 

you. Help me to follow your will no 
matter the call to sister or brother or 
priest.  I promise to love all.  Amen 

Kynsley Thomas – 3rd Grade 
St. Mary Magdalene Catholic School

Vocation Prayer 

Dear Jesus Christ, 
Thank you for all our priests  

that you have given us.  Please  
help the young men that are training to become priests, that they 

will have the courage to  
lead other people to your word.  When they become priests,  

please help them to be more  
like you, to follow out your  

word, and to make the Catholic Community a better place.  Help 
them to do the ultimate good in  

the world like you do.  Amen 

Caitlin Purcell – 4th Grade St. Mary Magdalene Catholic School
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SERRA USA NEWS  

https://serraus.org

Serra magazine article

the Serran Magazine

Be sure to download the Serran Magazine.  The March issue has many interesting articles but 
especially of interest to us, on page 22 is a picture and article about our participation in the Altar 
Server Mass. 

The Year of St. Joseph 
Archdiocese of Galveston 
-Houston celebrates the Year of 
St. Joseph.   Check the link for 
prayers and other information.


https://www.archgh.org/stjoseph.    

Know Anyone who might be 
Interested?   Pass it ON 

Café Catholica Lite.   Online 
The next Café Catholica Lite will be 
held online on May 27, 2021, from 
7:00-8:30 pm. Our speaker is Fr. Nathan 
Cromly from the Congregation of  St. 
John and founder of  Eagle Eye 
Ministries. His topic will be “Why a Year 
of  St. Joseph?” The night will include 
the talk, Q&A, and communal 
prayer. Click here to register: https://
bit.ly/CafeLite2021. 
Click here to learn more about our 
speaker! 
The Café Catholica program seeks to 
help young adults (ages 18-39) encounter 
Christ and his Church. All young adults 
are invited to join us for Café Catholica 
Lite throughout the year. 
For more information contact the Office 
for Young Adult and Campus Ministry at 
www.archgh.org/cafecatholica or 
yacm@archgh.org or 713-741-8778.

ARCHDIOCESE NEWS 

Ever notice how many artists depict St. Joseph as an old man?   

Something to consider:


Venerable Fulton Sheen  in The World’s First Love, “Joseph was 
probably a young man, strong, virile, athletic, handsome, chaste, 

and disciplined, the kind of  man one sees … 
working at a carpenter’s bench … He was not in 
the evening of  life, but in its morning, bubbling 

over with energy, strength, and controlled 
passion.”
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MAY SAINTS FOR SURVIVING 2021   

St. Edmund Rice Feast Day May 5 - Can you imagine what it would be like if  it were a crime for children 
to go to school? That was the law in Ireland when Edmund Rice, who was born in 1762, grew up. The people 
of  Ireland were harshly ruled at that time by the British, who believed that if  the Irish were uneducated, they 
would be easier to rule. When he was 18, Edmund began working with his uncle, a wealthy businessman in 
Waterford. Edmund fell in love with Mary Elliott and they were married. They were expecting their first child 
when Mary was killed in an accident. Their baby was born with special needs and required life-long care. 
Edmund turned to God for help, support, and direction. One day, Edmund was walking with his bishop and 

noticed a group of  poor boys playing in the street. The bishop asked Edmund if  he was going to leave these boys 
abandoned. That was a new beginning of  a new life for Edmund! He sold his business in 1802 and opened a school for poor 
boys in a converted stable. Soon, other men who were interested in the Catholic education of  young men joined Edmund in 
his ministry. With the encouragement of  the bishop, Edmund founded two religious communities: the Congregation of  
Christian Brothers and the Irish Christian Brothers. These men, devoted to spreading the Catholic faith and the education of  
young people, continue their work today in Ireland, England, Africa, South America, and Australia. The first Christian 
Brothers came to the United States in 1906 and opened their first school in New York City in 1909. 

St. Joseph the Worker FEAST DAY: MAY 1 - Pope Pius XII instituted the feast of  Saint Joseph the 
Worker in 1955. This feast extends the long relationship between Joseph and the cause of  workers in 
both Catholic faith and devotion.  Pope John Paul II stated: “the Church considers it her task always 
to call attention to the dignity and rights of  those who work, to condemn situations in which that 
dignity and those rights are violated, and to help to guide [social] changes so as to ensure authentic 
progress by man and society.”Saint Joseph is held up as a model of  such work.

St. Peregrine Laziosi FEAST DAY: MAY 16  Patron of  Cancer Victims - Saint Peregrine was born of   a 
wealthy family at Forli, Italy in 1260.  As a youth he was active in politics and a member of  the anti-papal party. 
During one uprising, which the Pope sent St. Philip Benizi to mediate, Philip was struck in the face by 
Peregrine. When Philip offered the other cheek, Peregrine was so overcome that he repented and converted to 
Catholicism. Following the instructions of  the Virgin Mary received in a vision, Peregrine went to Siena and 
joined the Servites. When he was afflicted with cancer of  the foot and amputation had been decided upon, he 
spent the night before the operation, in prayer. The following morning he was completely cured. This miracle 
caused his reputation to become widespread.

Sts. Philip and James, Apostles  FEAST DAY: MAY 3 -Not much is known with certainty 
about the Apostles Philip and James, apart from their names and some few references in the New 
Testament. Saint James, commonly called the “Less” due perhaps to his short stature, was 
probably the cousin of  Jesus. He was the first Bishop of  Jerusalem, likely elected to that post by 
his fellow Apostles, and was stoned to death by resentful Jews. Saint Philip was from tiny 
Bethsaida in Galilee. After he received the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, he descended the stairs of  the 
Upper Room and just kept walking into the darkness, his later life and labors unknown to history. More than having specific 
details about their later Christian exploits, it is more critical to know that Philip and James, and all the Apostles, are the sheet 
of  bedrock into which the nascent Church sunk her deepest pillars and upon whose sturdy foundation the Church’s great 
weight still rests.

saint resource

St. Jeanne D’Arc  Feast Day May 30 - In May of  1429, a young woman clad in white armor rode her 
horse onto the battlefield at Orleans. Behind her marched hundreds of  French soldiers. Following her battle cry, 
they defeated the English and won great victories for France during the Hundred Years’ War. She was 17 years 
old. Jeanne, or Joan as she is best known outside of  France, had been born to one of  these poor farm families in 
1412. At the age of  13, she began hearing the voices of  Sts. Michael, Catherine, and Margaret. They 
encouraged her to help the French farmers. So at age 16, Joan left the farm and went to the palace of  the 
French prince. She asked to lead his army. The English found Joan guilty of  lying about the voices she heard. 
On May 30, 1431, they burned Joan to death. She was only 19 years old. But 25 years later, the Church found 
her innocent of  all crime.In 1920, the Church said that she was a true saint who had fought for what she 
believed. She is sometimes called the “Maid of  Orleans” and is the patron saint of  France.
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Prayers for : 
•  an end to the Covid virus 
• peace for our country 
• increase of laborers for Christ 

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS 
• Thurs.. May 13   - Ascension of  the Lord 
• Sat. May 8 - 10:00 am -Serra Meets check website for Zoom invite. Serra Meets.   
• Tues. May 11  - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  following the 7:00 p.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Fri. May 14  - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations following the 8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Sunday, May 23 - Pentecost Sunday 
• Mon. May 24 -  6:30 p.m., Zoom monthly meeting -Peter Sloan,  President of  Archangel Airborne will be our guest 

speaker 
Mark Your Calendar!  Annual Christmas Meeting - December 13 - in person  

at the Manor House in the Barrington….    Pray ! 

May Birthdays  
2 - Dcn. Diego Montiel 
3 - Dcn. John Sarabia 
10 - Elizabeth Menard 
10 - Sheila Yepsen 
17 - Maggie Halleck 
19 - Larry Lucas 
23 - Daniel Cardinal DiNardo, Chancery Office 
24 - Fr. Jose Carmen Hernandez, St. Leo the Great 
24 - Br. Danilo Alves deLima, St. Leo the Great 
24- Gary Estess

For more information about Serra Northeast of Houston, please contact President, Mark Halleck, mhalleck@icloud.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact, Mary Lou Purello, 
marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

Correction on Carlin Walters report:  Carlin’s  mom and dad 
were converts, Carlin was baptized Catholic as a baby. His 
mom converted before he was born.  

May Ordinations 
• 14 - Fr. Joseph Nguyen the Hieu, St. Leo the Great  
• 15 - Bishop George Sheltz, Chancery Office 
• 20 - Fr. Linh Nguyen, St. John of  the Cross 
• 26 - Fr. Brian O’Brien, St. Francis Xavier  
• 29 - Archbishop Joseph Fiorenza, Chancery Office 
• 30 - Fr. T.J. Dolce, St. Martha 

and the winner 
is….
Peggy Angelino was 
the recipient of  the 
David Award at the 
Coalition for Life 
reception.  
Congratulations 
Peggy…

Adoration 

Bruce Farmer led us in the reciting of  the rosary and 
Peggy Angelino’s beautiful voice led us in prayer. 

Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations 

 2nd Tuesday after the 7:00 pm Mass 
 and  

2nd Friday after the 8:30 Mass at St. Martha
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	
O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 

through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

"Let nothing disturb you, let nothing frighten you. 
All things pass. God does not change. Patience 
achieves everything. Whoever has God lacks 
nothing; God alone suffices." 
St. Teresa of Avila

“I pray God may preserve your health and 
life many years.” 
Junipero Serra 

“Jesus loves hidden souls. A hidden flower 
is the most fragrant. I must strive to make 
the interior of my soul a resting place for 
the Heart of Jesus.” 
Maria Faustina Kowalska

“Pray, hope, and don't worry.” 
Padre Pio

Quotes from Franciscan Media

Thank you Kathy Ward for sharing

Prayer 
A prayer in its simplest defini0on is merely a wish 
turned Godward.  Phillips Brooks 

Kneeling 
It ma=ers not how o> you kneel 
In a?tude of prayer so true, 
Unless inside, where o man sees, 
Your very soul is kneeling too. 
Mary L. O’Hara 

The Treasure Chest Edited by Charles L. Wallis 

"Everybody needs beauty as well as 
bread, places to play in and pray in, 
where nature may heal and give strength 
to body and soul.”         Junipero Serra 


